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These slides give you a sense of the context of Hackney and 
our aims and ambitions.
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● To improve the life chances of every child, young person and 
learner in Hackney 

… making Hackney the most forward looking education system in 
the UK, where schools, settings and partners provide an exciting 
environment which ensures inclusion and success for everyone. 

● We see our borough as being one of the best places in the country 
for young people to grow, learn, develop and achieve – 

and one of the best places for colleagues to work and thrive in our 
education system.

Hackney Education Mission



● OFSTED: 95% in good or outstanding schools (nat avge 86%)

● GCSEs: 69% standard pass in Eng and Maths (nat avge 64%) 
(56/41)

● KS2: Hackney average 68% RWM over three years (nat avge 
63%)

Figures are from 2019.

Figures to be proud of in 
Hackney Education 



● 8.1% secondary pupils had a fixed term exclusion 2017 (national 
4.6%)

● Black Caribbean boys disproportionality: Progress 8   
0.34 🡪 -0.53

Figures to have concern 
about



Hackney Community in Context 

•  

•  

Demography and Deprivation 

Age: 25% are under 20 years.
Proportion of residents between 20-29 years has 
grown in the last ten years to just under 25%.
Life expectancy is below the London average, 
especially for men

Cultural Diversity: 
Over 1/3 of residents were born outside the UK. 
Populations groups include: ‘Other White’, Black, 
Turkish/Kurdish. 
A large Charedi Jewish community is located in the 
North of the borough. 
 

Deprivation: Community is becoming less 
deprived than other LAs in relation to income, 
employment, housing: in 2010 ranked 2nd most 
deprived LA, in 2015 moved to 11th rank. 
However during Covid FSM moved to 36.6%.

Financial poverty and employment: In 
2016-17, 36% of residents were living in financial 
poverty – with incomes of less than 60% of the 
national median after housing costs. 

Housing: Home ownership is highest amongst 
the Asian and White populations. Black residents 
are most likely to live in social housing.  



Hackney Community in Context 

•  
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Factors contributing to lived experience of Inequality
Health: 4th highest rate of child poverty in 
London (and linked poor health). 
Recorded prevalence of severe mental health 
conditions is amongst the highest in London. 
Nearly 50% of children in LA care (approx. 400 in 
total) have mental illness, compared to 10% of 
the general population; increasing to 70% among 
children living in residential care.  

Crime and youth offenders: Crime in Hackney is now 
higher than in other London LAs with similar social and 
economic characteristics. Black residents are also 
most likely to be searched, as part of stop-and-search, 
compared with Asian and White residents. In Hackney, 
in 2017/18, 78% of young people cautioned or 
sentenced in Hackney were Black Asian Minority 
Ethnic (BAME). 

Social care: Children of Black ethnicity are over 
represented -  of looked after children, 45% are 
black, from a local 0-19 population of 29% Points to note: 2017-18 analysis indicated PEX were: 

75% single parent families; 60% FSM; 60% have had 
at least one previous school move (other than 
primary-secondary transition); 60% SEND – of whom 
almost 2/3rds have a mental health related need.

SEN: The Hackney average is 19%. 
26% of pupils entitled to FSM have SEN, 
compared with 15% of non-FSM pupils. 
27% of Caribbean pupils have an identified SEN, 
while 21% of Turkish, Cypriot and Kurdish pupils 
do. 



Hackney Community in Context 
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Exclusions data
Exclusions (2019/20 data)
Fixed term exclusions (all pupils)
Caribbean pupils - 21% of FTEx in the context of 
9% of school roll
African pupils - 21% of FTEx in the context of 
20% of school roll
Pupils with SEN - 47% of FTEx in the context of 
19% of school roll
Pupils eligible for FSM - 53% of FTEx in the 
context of 32% of school roll

Exclusions (2019/20 data)
Permanent exclusions (all pupils)
Caribbean pupils - 28% of PEx in the context of 9% of 
school roll
African pupils - 16% of PEx in the context of 20% of 
school roll
Pupils with SEN - 40% of PEx in the context of 19% of 
school roll
Pupils eligible for FSM - 68% of PEx in the context of 
32% of school roll



1. Achievement of all groups of young people, age 0 to 25.

2. A standard of care and education which is good, or better, for 
those who need it most. Ensuring all children are included and well 
cared for; developing positive physical, emotional and mental 
health approaches.

3. With schools, reduce exclusions to well below national levels.

4. We will provide excellent provision for SEND young people.

Hackney Education 
Priorities



5. Developing educational practice for our young people in the 
Orthodox Jewish community and significantly improving outcomes 
for black boys and men 

6. Our schools/settings and HLT are excellent workplaces where staff 
flourish, develop and stay. 

7. Provide a full range of services to schools and settings through 
statutory, discretionary and traded services

8. Implement a structure which encompasses our family of 
schools/settings (HSG Board) and our role as part of the council.

Hackney Education 
Priorities


